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Informational Text          Where the Red Fern Grows 
Author Biography          By Wilson Rawls 

Woodrow Wilson Rawls 
September 24, 1913 – December 16, 1984 

 

    Wilson Rawls burned the first manuscript of Where the Red Fern Grows.  
Thankfully, he wrote the story a second time because he wasn’t willing to give up 
on a life-long dream. 

     Born in Oklahoma’s Ozark Mountains in 1913, Rawls started wanting to be a 
writer around the age of 10 when his mother brought home a copy of Jack 
London’s Call of the Wild.  Problem was, his homeschooling and 4 short years of 
formal education left him with a strong desire to write and limited skills.  His 
grammar, spelling, and punctuation were atrocious, and he knew it.  His father’s 
reassuring words, “Son, a man can do anything he sets out to do, if he doesn’t 
give up,” didn’t change the fact that the odds were stacked against him. 
 
     When the Great Depression hit in 1929, Rawls and his family moved from the 
Ozarks.  For the next 20 years he traveled and worked as a carpenter, but he 
held on to his dream of being a published author.  He wrote numerous short 
stories and five manuscripts, including The Hounds of Youth, the story a boy 
from the Ozarks and his hunting dogs.  He kept his work hidden away in a trunk. 
 
     In 1957 Rawls met his future wife Sophie in Idaho.  Rather than telling her 
about his secret ambition, he burned everything he had ever written just before 
their wedding.  Why complicate their future together with his impossible dream?  
No publisher would ever accept his stories.  They were nothing but junk. 
 
     A few months into their marriage, Rawls confessed everything to Sophie. To 
his surprise, she encouraged him.  With his wife’s blessing, he quit his job to 
focus on the rewrite of The Hounds of Youth.  He knew the story by heart.  He 
wrote without stopping, in longhand, for three weeks.  On the Saturday morning 
he handed the manuscript to Sophie, he left home and went to town.  He didn’t 
want to be there when she read it because he was sure she would hate it. 
 
     Instead, Sophie loved it!  She called him to come home and work on it some 
more.  She would smooth out the errors if he would expand the story.  Later, she 
typed up her husband’s 35,000 word, hand-written dream.  It was ready for a 
publisher.  
 
   The Saturday Evening Post, a popular magazine of the day, got first shot but 
the editors rejected it.  Then Sophie sent it to the Ladies’ Home Journal.  They 
suggested that The Saturday Evening Post might be interested.  Sophie gave 
The Post a second chance, and this time they said yes.  The Hounds of Youth  
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Vocabulary          Where the Red Fern Grows 
Dictionary Activities         By Wilson Rawls             

Dictionary Digs 
 Set 1   Chapters I—VIII     

   Use a dictionary to answer the following questions about some special words from Chapters I-VIII.  Write the 
letter of your answer choice in the blank before each question. 

______1.  The most likely reason Andrew winced is (A) he found his lost phone,  (B) someone 
        stuck him with a pin,  (C) his father promised to give him driving lessons,  (D)  he    
        met his sister’s new boyfriend.   

______2. Which word or phrase is the best substitute for wares in the following sentence? 
More than 50 merchants showcased their wares at the craft show. 

 (A) products,  (B) costumes,  (C) creative techniques,  (D) talents 

______3. Which of the following objects could be described as having a sheen? 
 (A) a brick sidewalk,  (B)  a teddy bear, (C) a flowering shrub,  (D)  a silver cup. 

______4. Which definition of crude best applies to the sentence? 
His behavior was so crude, he was asked to leave the meeting. 

 (A) simple,    (B) rude,   ( C) lacking in sophistication,  (D) backward. 

______5. If the problem at hand will be a cinch to solve, then 
 (A) it’s going to be next to impossible, (B) more than one person will have to be 
 involved, (C) it’s going to be an easy fix, (D) it will take longer than expected. 

______6. The cartoon face that has a dumbfounded look is 
      (A)   (B)                               (C)                             (D) 
    
  

   

              

 
 
 
 
 
______7.  Which word is not a synonym of gouge? 
 (A)  swindle      (B) cut       (C)  reclaim      (D) gash 

______8. Which word can replace quavering in the sentence and change it to an 
 opposite meaning? 
 The young woman stood in front of the microphone and began addressing the 
 angry crowd in a quavering voice.  
 (A) trembling,   (B)  shaking,   (C)  faltering,  (D) forceful 

______9. Which of the following is not a characteristic of persistence? 
 (A)  laziness, (B) refusing to give up,  (C) endurance,  (D) overcoming obstacles. 

_____10. The word cur can be used to describe a stray dog and   
 (A) a canine mutation,  (B) a despicable person,  (C) any vicious wild animal, 
 (D) a person who grooms horses.  

_____11. If a wound has festered then it (A) is infected, (B) has started to heal,  
 (C) has formed a scar,  (D) cannot heal. 

_____12. Sorghum is a type of (A) drink,  (B) raccoon,  (C) water,  (D)  grass. 
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Assessment         Where the Red Fern Grows 
Short Answer Questions        By Wilson Rawls 
 

Chapter I 
  1.  What time of the year was it when the man encountered the pack of dogs attacking the 
 hound? 
  
 
  2.  Just as he was thinking that the sanitation department would probably have to pick up 
 a dead dog, what surprise did the man get? 
  
 
 
 
  3. How was the man able to make the attacking dogs scatter and leave? 
  
 
 
  4. What conditions told the man that the dog had come a long way? 
  
  
 
 
  5.  Why did the man think it was probably a little boy who had put the dog’s name on its 
 collar? 
  
   
 
  6. How long did the hound stay with the man? 
  
 
 
 
  7. What drastic event(s) did the man think must have disrupted the hound’s life and sent
 him on his solitary journey home? 
  
 
 
 
 
  8. What memories had the old hound stirred up in the man? 
  
 
 
  
 
  9. Why did the man leave the gate to his backyard open? 
  
 
10. How far back was the story in the two cups on the man’s mantel? 
  
 
 



 
Copyright © 2016 Margaret Whisnant 

4 
 

Assessment .                           Where the Red Fern Grows 
Objective Tests .           By Wilson Rawls 

 

Chapter I 
       

     Write either True or False in the blank before each statement. 

 
___________1. The man had left his office and was walking home when he encountered 
 the pack of dogs attacking the hound. 

___________2. The man stepped in to help when the pack slit the hound’s ear wide open 
 and put a gash in his shoulder.  

___________3. The dog being attacked was a redbone hound. 
 
___________4. The hound bolted from under the hedge and snapped at the man when 
 he attempted to drive away the other dogs. . 
 
___________5. The man had memories of a hound that died so that he might live. 
 
___________6. The man thought that the old hound probably belonged to someone who 
 lived in town or close by. 
 
___________7. The dog was dirty, mud-caked, and starved. 
 
___________8. The redbone had on an expensive collar with name “Hunter” scribbled 
 on the tag. 
 
___________9. The old dog’s warm gray eyes brought back wonderful memories for the 
 man. 
 
__________10. The dog stayed with the man for a month before continuing its journey. 
 
__________11. The man knew the dog was a hunting hound and that penning him would 
 break his will to live. 
 
__________12. Watching the dog walk away, the man saw the unmistakable marks of a 
 hunting hound in his sideways walk and the way his ears flopped up and 
 down in rhythm. 
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Assessment                           Where the Red Fern Grows 
Objective Tests            By Wilson Rawls 

Chapter II 
 

 
 
 

prize hens  Cherokee  Oklahoma  raccoon dog-wanting 
nervous wreck  home   steel traps  house cat coon hounds 
Mama  Papa   sleep   bribe  railroad ties 
log house  pet him  money  hunter  fields 
 
     From the list above, choose the word, name, or phrase that correctly completes each of the following 
statements.  Write the answer in the blank to the left.  Each answer will be used once. 

 
____________________1.   Billy was ten years old when he started wanting a pair of _____. 
 
____________________2. ____________ offered to get Billy a collie, but he did not want  
    that kind of dog. 
 
____________________3. Billy’s family lived in a valley in the Ozarks of northeastern   
  _____________. 

____________________4. Billy’s family had been allotted the land they lived on because  
  of the ____________ blood that flowed in his mama’s veins. 

____________________5. The family lived in a _________________surrounded by a   
  grove of huge red oaks. 

____________________6. Billy was a _________ from the time he could walk. 
 
____________________7. Billy’s parents didn’t have the ___________ to buy the dogs he  
  wanted. 

____________________8. The _______________ caused Billy to lose weight, and he   
  pestered his mother so much she couldn’t get her work done. 
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CCSS/Standards-Based Skills        Where the Red Fern Grows 
          By Wilson Rawls 

Chapter I 

     Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank to the left.  

______1. The man knew the dog belonged to someone because it 
 (A) came out from under the hedge with only a little coaxing, 
 (B) was unmistakably a hunting hound,   
 (C)  seemed to know exactly which way to go in order to complete his journey. 
 (D)  was wearing a handmade collar with the name “Buddie” etched into it, 
 
______2. Which passage explains the man’s decision to help the dog? 
 (A)  I could see that all the dogs were fighting one. . . I knew if something wasn’t  
  done quickly the sanitation department would have to pick up a dead dog.  
 (B) He was far out of place with the boxers, poodles, bird dogs, and other   
  breeds of town dogs. 
 (C)  It was hard for a man to stand and watch an old hound fight against such  
  odds. . .I had seen the time when an old hound like that had given his life so  
  that I might live.  
 (D) I knew he had come a long way, and no doubt had a long way to go. 
 
______3 With the mention of the Snake River Valley in Idaho and the Tetons, the reader 
 knows where the man lives.  Which of the following excerpts gives the reader a 
 clue about where the rest of the story will take place? 
 (A) I tried to make myself believe that his home was in the Ozark Mountains   
  somewhere in Missouri or Oklahoma. 
 (B)  With one final whimper he turned and headed east. 
 (C) He belonged in the country.  He was a hunting hound. 
 (D) Through the rains, the snows, or the desert heat, he would jog along, never  
  looking back.   
 
______4.  The passage that best states the chapter’s main idea is 
 (A) It was one of those days when a man feels good, feels like speaking to his  
  neighbor, is glad to live in a country like ours, and proud of his government. 
 (B)  What I saw in the warm gray eyes of the friendly old hound brought back  
  wonderful memories. 
 (C) I could have kept him in my back yard, but to pen up a dog like that is a sin. 
 (D) As I turned to enter my yard I started to lock the gate, and then I thought,  
  “No I’ll leave it open.  He might come back.”  

______5. The man said the cups on his mantle had a story that went back more than a 
 half century.  Based on this information, how long has the man had the cups? 
 (A)  more than fifty years   
 (B) about seventy-five years 
 (C) a little over twenty-five years 
 (D) sixty years 
 
Writing Challenge 
     The man would have let the hound stay longer, or he could have penned him up and forced 
him to stay permanently.  Instead, he chose to let the dog go.   

• What were the two major reasons the man didn’t force the dog to stay? 

• Do you believe he made the right decision?  Why or why not?   
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Think-Write-Create         Where the Red Fern Grows 
Chapter Activities         By Wilson Rawls 

Think, Write, Create 
Chapter-by-Chapter 

All of the following items are aligned to at least one CCSS, especially RL. 6.1, 7.1, 8.1 
 and one or more writing standards. 

Specifically aligned CCSS are listed after selected prompts.  Others may apply according to interpretation. 

 
Chapter I 
     The hound that the man rescued from its attackers was starving and obviously not where it 
belonged.  He gave it a bath, plenty of food, and a day of rest. He would have been willing to  
let the dog stay with him, but he opened his gate and let it continue its journey. 

• How did the man explain his decision?  How did it help him resolve the conflict? 

• What experience(s) do you suppose gave the man the information he needed to 
imagine the dog’s homecoming in such detail, including the location? 

• Do you think the man did the right thing by not keeping the dog?  Explain your point of 
view.   (CCSS RL. 6.1, 7.1, 8.1,   RL. 6.6, 7.6, 8.6) 

 
 

     What story facts prove that the man was 
kindhearted 

understanding 
unselfish 

(CCSS RL 6.1, 7.1, 8.1     RL. 6.3, 7.3, 8.3) 

 
 
     After the man let the dog go, the chill in the air from the Tetons prompted him to stop at the 
woodshed and pick up several sticks of wood.  He didn’t turn on any lights when he entered 
the house.  The dark, quiet atmosphere was a perfect setting for the mood he was in.  He built 
a fire in the fireplace and sat near it in his favorite rocker. 

• Which of the following words do you think best identifies the man’s mood?  Use the 
word’s definition and story facts to support your choice.  How would dark and quiet 
support the word you chose? 

nostalgic        pensive         meditative        contemplative       reflective    sentimental  
• What clues tell the reader that the man will be thinking about his boyhood days as he 

sits by the fire?  (CCSS ELA  RL.  6.1, 7.1, 8.1,   RL.  6.3, 7.3, 8.3   RL.  6.4, 7.4, 8.4) 

 

 
Chapter II 
     Choose two words from the list below that describe how you imagine Billy’s parents felt 
when they saw how badly he wanted the hounds and they had to say no.  Cite story facts and 
the words’ definitions to support each of your choices. 

distressed           sorrowful           concerned          helpless       inadequate 
irritated          sympathetic      compassionate          

(CCSS ELA RL 6.1, 7.1, 8.1   L 6.4, 7.4, 8.4) 
 

 
     When Billy caught Samie the first time in one of his traps, Mama used the forked stick 
under the clothesline to hold the cat down so Billy could release the cat’s foot from the trap. 

• What was the purpose of the clothesline? 

• Do a drawing that illustrates how you think the clothesline was anchored and how the 
forked stick fit into the construction.   
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Think-Write-Create         Where the Red Fern Grows 
Whole Book Activities         By Wilson Rawls 

Whole Book 
 
     Except for the Maxwell car and the price of coonskins, the author makes no mention of 
significant events taking place in the outside world. 

•  What might have been the author’s purpose in omitting these details?  How did this give 
the reader both a focus on Billy’s story and a sense of isolation in Billy’s environment? 

•  How did this technique prepare the reader for the end of the story? 
(CCSS ELA  RL.  6.2, 7.2, 8.2     RL.  6.3, 7., 8.3     RL.  6.6, 7.6, 8.6) 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

   When the  story ends, the reader knows that Billy and his family are moving away to a better 
life.  What do you imagine happened to 

Grandpa and his store 
Rainie Pritchard 

Samie 
the new baby 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
   Which of the following bits of advice best states the theme of Where the Red Fern Grows? 
Cite at least three story facts to support your choice. 

Look before you leap. 
Follow your dreams. 

Never give up. 
Look for the silver lining. 

(CCSS  ELA  RL 6.2, 6.2, 7.2, 8.2) 

________________________________________________ 

 
      The dictionary definition of the word pathetic is “causing or deserving pity; pitiful.”  

•  Based on their behavior and the things that happened to them, how were the  
  Pritchards a pathetic family?  How were Rubin and Rainie Pritchard pathetic as   

individuals?  Use events and conversations from the story to prove that your answers are 
correct. 

•  The definition of ignorant is “having little or no knowledge or education; showing a 
    lack of knowledge.”  The meaning of the word antisocial is “not liking to be with other  
    people; harmful to society in general.” Which of these two words do you think best 

describes the Pritchards?  What story events or conversations support your choice? 
(CCSS  ELA  RL  6.1, 7.1, 8.1     RL.  6.3, 7.3, 8.3     RL.  6.6, 7.6, 8.6) 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

Look up the definitions of the words ignorant and stupid.  

• Explain how the words ignorant and stupid have entirely different meanings.  Why do 
you suppose people often confuse these two words?  

• What changes did Billy’s parents make in their lives to keep their children from 
 growing up as ignorant people?   

•  How did Little Ann and Old Dan help Billy’s parents carry out their plans?    

•  What proof can you find in the story that they were successful, especially with Billy? 
(CCSS  ELA  RL. 6 .1, 7.1, 8.1     RL.  6.4, 7.4, 8.4) 

______________________________________________________ 
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Graphic Organizer #2         Where the Red Fern Grows 
Chapter IV          By Wilson Rawls 

Night Journeys—A Comparison 
     When Billy disappeared into the darkness on his way to Tahlequah to pick up his pups, it was the second 
night journey he had made without his parents’ knowledge.  His previous excursion, however, had been for a 
different reason and with a different outcome. 
     Go to the bottom of page 21 and the top of page 22 in Chapter II for the chronical of Billy’s first leaving-home 
experience.  Fill in the spaces below with facts about Billy’s two expeditions.  Then use your notes to write about 
Night Journeys—A Comparison. 

                  The First Journey                  The Second Journey 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reason: The Reason: 

Preparation:  Preparation:  

The Results: The Results: 

Failure and Success:     
How did each of the following contribute to the failure of one mission and the success of another?  Which 
do you think had the most influence on the outcome? 
 
Motivation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maturity and Experience: 

 


