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Chapter Summaries The Outsiders

By S. E. Hinton

Chapter Summaries

Chapter 1

Fourteen-year-old Ponyboy Curtis is leaving the movie theater and walking home alone.

Ponyboy has a sixteen-year-old brother, Soda. His oldest brother, Darry, is twenty years old.
Ponyboy loves Soda better than anyone, but Darry is hard and firm and treats him like a kid.
Ponyboy and his brothers are poor kids from the East Side. They are part of a group who call
themselves “greasers.” They are almost like hoods.

Ponyboy doesn’t get into trouble. His parents were killed in an auto wreck, and he doesn’t want to
do anything that might cause him to be separated from his brothers.

Ponyboy begins wishing he was not walking home alone because he could get jumped by the
Socs, the West-Side rich kids. He has a high IQ and makes good grades, but he hasn’t used his
head by being out alone.

When he is almost two bocks from home, a red Corvair pulls us beside Ponyboy, and five Socs get
out. One of them pulls a knife and flips the blade open, threatening to cut Ponyboy’s hair.
Ponyboy thinks of sixteen-year-old Johnny Cade, who has once been jumped and beaten by four
Socs.

The Socs knock Ponyboy down. It occurs to him that they could kill him, and he starts screaming.
One of the Socs stuffs a handkerchief in his mouth.

The Socs run when Ponyboy’s brothers and other greasers arrive. Ponyboy is cut, bruised, and
shaken, but his encounter with the Socs is mild compared to Johnny’s experience.

Two of the four greasers who chased the Socs to their car are Steve Randal, Soda’s best buddy,
and Two-Bit Mathews, who likes to make wisecracks.

Dallas Winston—Dally—has lived three years on the wild side of New York and is tougher, colder,
and meaner than the other greasers. The police have a file on him.

Johnny Cade is the gang’s pet, everyone’s kid brother. His father beats him and his mother ignores
him.

Darry lectures Ponyboy for not thinking about the danger he had put himself in, but Soda sticks up
for him, as he always does.

Ponyboy and Johnny agree to join Dally the next night at the Nightly Double drive-in. Two-Bit says
he might be there.

Ponyboy thinks about the girls who hang out with the greasers. He likes Soda’s girl Sandy, but he
wonders what other girls are like—the ones who are afraid of them or think of them as dirt.
Ponyboy understands that Darry, who roofs houses, doesn’t deserve to work like an old man when
he is only twenty. Once he had been captain of the school football team, and he also had an
athletic scholarship. After their parents were killed, lack of money had kept him from going to
college.

Soda, Ponyboy’s movie-star handsome brother, works full time at a gas station and is a school
dropout. He tells Ponyboy he thinks he might marry his girl friend Sandy.

Despite Soda’s assurance that Darry loves him, Ponyboy doesn’t believe Darry could love anyone
except maybe Soda. He tries to convince himself that he doesn’t care about Darry, but he knows
he’s lying to himself.

Chapter 2

Before they sneak over the back fence of the Nightly Double drive-in, Dally, Ponyboy, and Johnny
hang around a drugstore where Dally steals cigarettes. They also visit the Dingo drive-in where
there is a fight with switchblades.

Dally begins talking dirty to attract the two girls sitting in front of them on the drive-in bleachers.
The attractive redhead, whom Ponyboy recognizes as a cheerleader at his school, tells him to stop
it and leave them alone.

The girls and Dally have seen each other previously when they participated in rodeos.

While Dally is away getting Cokes, the redhead introduces herself as Cherry Valance. She knows
Sodapop and thinks he is a doll. She says Ponyboy looks like him.

The other girl is Marcia.
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Vocabulary The Outsiders
By S. E. Hinton

Dictionary Digs

(Set One: Chapter 1—Chapter 5)

Use your favorite dictionary to find answers to the following questions about some challenging words from the
first five chapters of The Outsiders. Write the letters of the correct answers in the blanks to the left.

1. A comment made nonchalantly was said (A) hurriedly or quickly, (B) in a casual,
unconcerned manner, (C) in secret.

2 Which of the following is not characteristic of the fabric known as madras? It (A) is made
of cotton, (B) has patterns of multicolored plaids, stripes, or checks, (C) is used more as upholstery
and drapery yardage than for clothing.

3. Which word can be substituted for ornery in the following sentence without changing its
meaning?

My little sister starts getting ornery about a hour before bedtime.
(A) cantankerous, (B) restless, (C) lethargic

4. A synonym for incredulous is (A) naive, (B) skeptical, (C) gullible.

5. Not only can peroxide be used to bleach one’s hair, it is also a compound used as a
(A) disinfectant, (B) insect repellant, (C) deodorizer.

6. Which of the following drawings best illustrates the meaning of scowled?

(A) (B) (©)

7. An antonym of vaguely is (A) indefinitely, (B) obviously, (C) remarkably.

8. Which of the following sentences correctly demonstrates the verb form of the adverb
ruefully? (A) She had a rueful look on her face, (B) I rue the loss of a golden
opportunity. (C) He is totally rueless to the truth.

9. The word sagely refers to behavior that is (A) void of thought or goals, (B) exaggerated
in terms and ideas, (C) based on wisdom and good judgment.

10. Who are the inhabitants of a reformatory? (A) young people who have broken the law,
(B) young musicians and artists, (C) young adults with substance-abuse problems.

11. Which of the following would not be considered an asset? (A) credit card debt, (B) a
good credit rating, (C) an education.

12. In addition to naming a short, rough beard, stubble is also (A) any hurdle that prevents
progress, (B) the fossil remains of extinct species of animals and plants, (C) the stumps
of grain or other stalks left in the ground when the crop is cut.

13. A person described as sensitive can be either perceptive or (A) annoying, (B) high- strung,
(C) imaginative.
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Assessment The Outsiders
Short Answer By S. E. Hinton

1.

10.

Chapter 1
How old were Ponyboy and his two brothers?

. How were the Socs different from the greasers?

. How had Ponyboy put himself in a dangerous situation?

. What had happened to Ponyboy’s parents?

. What did the Soc say to Ponyboy when he pulled the knife?

. What had the Socs done to Johnny Cade when he was sixteen?

. How did Two-Bit Mathews get his name?

. Explain how Dallas Winston was different from the other greasers.

. What was it like for Johnny Cade at home?

What was it that Ponyboy didn’t believe about Darry?
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Assessment The Outsiders
Objective Tests By S. E. Hinton

Chapter 1
Pages 1-18

Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank before each question.

1. Which of the following was not true of Ponyboy Curtis? He (A) had long hair and was a
greaser, (B) liked to watch movies alone, (C) was a lot like his older brother.

2. Ponyboy loved his brother Soda more than anyone because, unlike Darry, Soda
(A) understood everything and didn’t treat him like a little kid, (B) allowed him to do as he
pleased, (C) was a loner, who never followed the group.

3. Ponyboy was (A) fourteen, (B) eighteen, (C) twelve.

4. The Socs were a (A) group of local businessmen who worked with poor kids, (B) gang of
rich kids from the West-side, (C) a gang led by Darry, Ponyboy’s twenty-year-old
brother.

5. Although he was a greaser, Ponyboy (A) didn'’t like the illegal things the gang did,
(B) didn’t get into trouble with the police because he didn’t want to be separated from his
brothers, (C) kept his gang activities a secret from Darry.

6. Ponyboy’s parents had been (A) convicted of murder and imprisoned, (B) killed in a car
accident, (C) missing for over five years.

7. Which of the following was not true of greasers? (A) Most of them never did anything
illegal. (B) They wore their hair long, dressed in blue jeans, leather jackets, T-shirts, and
left their shirt tails out. (C) They were poorer and wilder than the Socs.

8. Ponyboy (A) went to school only three days a week, (B) wasn’t a very good student,
(C) made good grades and had a high 1Q.

9. Inside the red Corvair that trailed Ponyboy as he walked home alone were (A) two
greasers that no one liked, (B) five Socs, (C) his three best friends.

10. When he realized the Socs could kill him, Ponyboy (A) started running down an alley,

(B) pulled a switchblade from his back pocket, (C) started screaming.

11. Ponyboy was rescued by (A) Soda, (B) a policeman, (C) Darry.
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Think, Write, Create The Outsiders
Chapter Activities By S. E. Hinton

Think, Write, Create

Chapter Activities
Chapter 1

Ponyboy made good grades and had a high 1Q, but he admitted that he didn’t use his head.

¢ Explain how walking home alone from the movies was not using his head.

¢ In your opinion, was screaming a smart thing or a cowardly thing for Ponyboy to do when he was
being attacked by the Socs? Explain your thinking.

¢ How did Ponyboy and his brothers show they were smart enough to do what was necessary for
them to stay together. What would probably have happened to them if they had behaved like other
greasers?

¢ Was being a greaser another example of how Ponyboy didn’t always use his head? Did he have a
choice? Explain your answers.

Ponyboy explained that his older brother Soda didn’t need to drink because he got drunk on just
plain living. It would seem that Soda understood the power of what some people call a natural high.
¢ In your own words, explain the experience. What are some conditions that create such a state of

extreme happiness without drugs or alcohol? What does it look like?
¢ |s there an activity or an event that lifts your spirits to such heights?
¢ Organize your thoughts and ideas about this phenomenon. Then write a composition about the

power of The Natural High. (See Graphic Organizer #1)

To Ponyboy, there was a shade of difference that separated a greaser from a hood. He didn’t like
Dally because he did everything the hoods in New York did.
¢ From the information you have about the greasers at this point, do you think Ponyboy was correct
in thinking that the greasers were friends who stuck together and not a real gang like regular
hoods? Why or why not?
¢ Do you see any real difference in Dally and the other greasers? Explain your point of view.

In defiance of the odds against them, Ponyboy, Soda, and Darry had managed to stay together as a
family.
¢ What personal sacrifices had Darry made in order to take care of his two younger brothers?
e Speculate as to why Darry kept a tighter rein on Ponyboy than on Soda?
e Does Soda seem to be able to make better decisions and choices than Ponyboy? Give specific
examples from the story to support your answer.

Make a list of five characteristics or behaviors that you think would apply to your concept of a young
male involved in gang activities.
¢ Which of the items on your list fit what you know about Ponyboy Curtis?
¢ What details on your list do not seem to apply to Ponyboy?
¢ Using your analysis, what conclusion can you draw about Ponyboy? Is he truly a gang member or
is he nothing like your idea of what it takes to be in a real gang? Explain your position.

Think, Write, Create The Outsiders
Graphic Organizer #1 By S. E. Hinton
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The Natural High

Ponyboy explained that his older brother Soda didn’t need to drink because he got drunk on just plain living. It
would seem that Soda understood the power of what some people call a natural high. In your own words, explain
the experience. What are some conditions that create such a state of extreme happiness without drugs or
alcohol? What does it look like? Is there an activity or an event that lifts your spirits to such heights?

Use the organizer below to gather your thought and ideas about this phenomenon. Then write a composition
about the power of The Natural High.

The Natural High

Things that create
it.. ..

What it looks like.. .

My Natural High

How | create it. . .

How to tell when I'm
super happy. . .
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